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THEME VERSE: 

"In God, whose word I praise—in God I trust and am not afraid.  
What can mere mortals do to me?"  

 Psalm 56:4 
THE GOD OF REVIVAL: 
The 1872 London Revival

In October 1871, Chicago experienced the terrible devastation of the infamous Great Chicago 
Fire that consumed vast portions of the city for 3 days, leaving over 300 people dead and many 
buildings destroyed, including the home and church of the renowned American preacher D. L. 
Moody. On the morning right before this tragedy, Moody had preached a message on the life of 
Christ but was waiting until the next Sunday to offer the Gospel invitation. As a result of the fire, that 
Sunday never came. This altered Moody’s approach to evangelism from that day forward. In light 
of how uncertain one’s future could be, he would urgently press future listeners to make an 
immediate decision for Jesus.  

After the disaster of the fire, Moody found himself emotionally drained, but he also became 
increasingly weary in his spirit. Two ladies in his church began to pray for him. Sitting in the front 
pew each Sunday, they would pray intensely amongst themselves for Moody to receive a special 
anointing in the power of the Holy Spirit. As they spoke to him about this, Moody was initially 
irritated by such prayers, but his annoyance gave way to personal reflection and eventually a 
sharp hunger for more of God. During a fund-raising trip to New York, Moody locked himself away 
in a little room to pray, and it was there he experienced God and His love like never before. This 
fresh encounter with the Holy Spirit super-charged Moody’s ministry. He noted later that his 
subsequent messages seemed to be, on the surface, the same as before, but the hearts of his 
audience - saturated by the Holy Spirit - responded far more quickly and deeply.  

In the summer of 1872, Moody felt led to set aside his busy schedule in order to visit England to get 
a little bit of much-needed rest. He planned to avoid all preaching and just get refreshed in a 
place where he was relatively unknown. However, he ran into a preacher friend Rev. Lessey who 
requested that Moody preach at his church. Moody reluctantly said yes. That Sunday morning, he 
preached to what he considered the coldest congregation he had ever encountered. Hearts 
were icy cold, and he felt like it had been a complete waste of time. Little did he know that an old 
faithful woman in that church had been praying for months that he might visit her little parish. 
Although bedridden, she prayed persistently that God would use Moody to bring revival. When she 
heard that God had answered her prayer to bring the American evangelist, she spent the rest of 
the day fervently in fasting and prayer. That evening, despite his own feelings, Moody returned to 
do the evening service as he had promised. This time, it was radically different. The very 
atmosphere was charged with the presence of the Spirit of God, and a hush fell upon all the 
listeners. When Moody gave the Gospel invitation, he was stunned as almost the entire room stood 
up to receive Christ.  

Moody would return to preach at the church for another 10 days as the Spirit continued to be 
poured out on all who attended. Over 400 would confess Christ by the end. God began using 
Moody to preach all around England, Ireland, and Scotland. Tens of thousands of people, also 
hungry for God, would be drawn to hear him at these meetings. The revivals that ignited there 



would spread to Germany, Scandinavia, and even Russia. God had taken a weary servant from 
Chicago and refreshed him with the Holy Spirit, ultimately working through him to shake both the 
continents of America and Europe with the Gospel! 

 THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS: 

• Thank God for keeping families healthy and spiritually strong throughout this pandemic. Praise 
Him for the supernatural turn-arounds of healing and provision.  

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK: 

FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CITY: 

• SCHOOLS. Pray for parents and students as the city’s schools vote to keep learning virtually until 
February 15th. That the teachers would instruct the kids effectively and that parents would be 
able to keep working during this time.  

• COVID-19. Pray for our economy to recover from the pandemic lockdowns and to thrive again 
as city businesses struggle to maintain and/or re-open. Pray for our nation to be protected 
against the virus. Pray for God’s strength and healing to all who are sick.  

• NATION. Pray for our country to find a path forward away from all the distrust, division, and 
corruption. Pray for God’s mercy, His truth, and power to lead us through this difficult time.  

FOR THE WORLD AND MISSIONS:   

• POMAK PEOPLE. Pray that this Bulgarian Muslim group located in Southwestern Bulgaria will be 
open to receive the Gospel, and that the elderly will reach out and accept Christ in the midst of 
the great pressures they are facing. 

• BASOTHO PEOPLE. Pray for this people group of Lesotho in South Africa.  A number have come 
to Christ and they are being discipled. Pray that the people will grow in Christ and share the 
good news of the Gospel with others. 

FOR THE CHURCH AND REVIVAL: 

• CHURCH. Pray that the hope of the church will always be in the Lord and no one else. Biblical 
hope is the confident expectation of what God has promised, and its strength is in His 
faithfulness. Lord, empower us to hold firmly to the hope in You so that others may be drawn 
supernaturally to You in Jesus’ name, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

  
 • REVIVAL. Pastors need reviving – pray that our pastors will be overwhelmed by a desperate 

need for God with a readiness to yield all to the Lord. Pray that God would thoroughly cleanse 
and revive all of our hearts with a greater passion for Jesus. What might happen if hundreds or 
thousands of believers and their pastors in our city experienced a supernatural awakening 
towards God in their hearts and lives? It’s happened before – Lord, do it again, in Your perfect 
time and in Your perfect way! 

FOR MORE, VISIT WWW.THINKREVIVAL.COM   
For Discussion Questions, go to: www.thinkrevival.com/Stories/HistoricBlog/


